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The mind and the brain are 
intimately connected



A basic conclusion of 
neuroscience:

Every aspect of 
consciousness is 

correlated with brain 
activity



Our question:
What is the nature of the 
mind (which is known to 

be connected to the 
brain)? 



All the contents of your mind are 
created through neuronal activity



The cat is black The cat is not black



The mind is the 
brain

The mind is not the 
brain



Physicalism: the only things 
that exist are matter and 

energy

Materialism: the only thing 
that exists is matter



Materialism / physicalism 
in the philosophy of mind

Experiences and the 
minds that 

experience them are 

PHYSICAL THINGS



There are physical things 
There are also mental things



If your world doesnôt 
include both physical stuff 

and distinct mental 
contents,

Your description is missing 
half of reality



Two importantly different sources of 
psychopathology: brain damage and

traumatic experience



Some interneuronal 
electrochemical signalling



Eliminative materialism

Minds and experiences 

DONôT EXIST

There are only brains 
and their physical 

activities



The consequences of 
eliminative materialism


