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What is 

‘Philosophy 

for Children’?



Tom Bigglestone

Lead Trainer, The Philosophy Man

Philosophy for the School Run*
*and other moments in busy lives



What makes a good philosophical 
question?

Can’t be Googled

Will make us disagree

Involves a ‘big slippery idea’

Grammatically simple, conceptually deep





This evening’s questions…

How can we help our children 
find their voice on big 
questions?

How can we find the 
philosophical in our everyday 
interactions?

How can we help them think 
deeper, more independently, 
and not to please us?
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How can we help our children find 
their voice on big questions?

Small Talk Before Big Talk

Peer Confident / Adult Shy

Mixing up ‘Who’ & ‘You’ thinking
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How can we find the philosophical 
in our interactions?

‘Philosophy of the Familiar’

Mine children’s stories for their concepts

Would You Rathers…



Familiar Concepts

Good / Bad

Happiness / Sadness

Fair / unfair
Power

Games

Rich / Poor

Play / Work

Holidays

Rules

Friends/enemies 

Family

Laziness
Magic

Bravery





What are the concepts/big ideas 
within ‘Michael’?

Possible Concepts

Intelligence
Conformity
Education
Authority
Individuality
(Dis)obedience
Difference
Normality

Question starters…

Is…
Does…
Should…
Can…
What…
Where…
Why…
When…
How…



,

Two roads diverged in a yellow wood,

And sorry I could not travel both

And be one traveler, long I stood

And looked down one as far as I could

To where it bent in the undergrowth;

Then took the other, as just as fair,

And having perhaps the better claim,

Because it was grassy and wanted wear;

Though as for that the passing there

Had worn them really about the same, Robert Frost – The road not taken
(1916)
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Would you rather be…



How can we help them think 
deeper, more independently, and 
not to please us?

Thinkers’ Games

Take a Back Seat

Ask Contentless Questions







Can you tell me more?

Can you say why?

So… [repeat the question]? 

Can you give me an example?

How do you mean?

Why is that important?

Can a bad person 

be a good leader?



Next steps and recommended 
reading

Receive your free ‘Philosophy for the School Run’ 
Resource Pack by adding your email to the sheet 
going around

‘Would You Rather’ by John Burningham

‘Thinkers Games’ by Jason Buckley

‘A Little History of Philosophy’ by Nigel Warburton
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www.thephilosophyman.com

tom@thephilosophyman.com

http://www.thephilosophyman.com/
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